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Message from Principal Swanitz

Over the past fourteen months or so, the Santa Ynez High School faculty and staff have been meeting to con-
duct an in-depth self-study of our school as part of the process of accreditation by WASC, the Western Asso-
ciation of Schools and Colleges (www.acswasc.org). David Brown, the executive director of WASC, states
that .. .accreditation [is] a process designed to strengthen schools in the delivery of quality educational pro-
grams. Accreditation is important to schools as it impacts students’ access to colleges and universities and
career opportunities in a variety of ways. An effective WASC self-study review is a powerful tool for schools
to improve the quality of education and more effectively serve staff and students.” In this spirit, the faculty
divided into five multidisciplinary focus groups around the following topics: organization, curriculum, in-
struction, assessment and accountability, and school culture and student support. Each focus group carefully
gathered and analyzed relevant data, examined our current conditions, evaluated our progress since our last
accreditation in 2006, and made recommendations to help chart our course for the next several years. Just
before winter break, administrators, focus group chairs, and our WASC coordinator met to develop an ac-
tion plan rooted in the reports from the five focus groups. This action plan was carefully crafted to align with
the District Strategic Plan, our Single Plan for Student Achievement, and the Local Education Area Plan. The
plan will guide our school improvement efforts in the coming years. At the end of this month, a committee
of educators from around the state will gather at SYHS to conduct a visit, the goal of which is to confirm the
veracity of our self-study, endorse our action plan, and determine the period of our accreditation. Over the
course of three days, the visiting committee will be visiting classrooms; meeting with groups of students,
parents, teachers, and classified staff; and reviewing documentation. Our report highlights our school’s many
successes but also identifies very specific areas for growth. If you would like to read our final report, it is

available on our website at www.syvpirates.org. We are confident that our self-study reflects an honest as-

sessment of our school and that we will make a favorable impression on the committee. We hope that if you
are asked to sit on one of the panels, you will give your honest impressions of our school.

We have successfully closed the books on the first semester of 2011-12, and by now you have received your
student’s semester grade report. If anything seems amiss or causes you concern, please be sure to contact the
teacher or your student’s guidance counselor. There is still time to make course corrections for the second
semester if necessary. If your son or daughter has strong marks, encourage him or her to apply for member-
ship in the California Scholarship Federation (CSF). CSF is an honors organization for high school students in
grades 10-12. Membership is not automatic, and students must apply after each semester of high school. Ap-
plications are available in Student Services and in Mrs. Stotler’s room, P-19. Please note that the completed
application, $3.00 dues payment, and a copy of this semester’s report card must be turned in to Mrs. Stotler

no later than Thursday, February 16 by 3:00 PM to be considered.

Tuesday and Wednesday, February 7 and 8 are important days in the academic lives of our 10*-graders. On
those days, all sophomores will take the California High School Exit Exam (CAHSEE) for the first time during the
Sophomore Census administration of the exam. The CAHSEE tests skills essential for life after high school
and helps teachers, guidance counselors, and administrators to identify students who need additional inter-
vention and support to develop these skills. As described by California Department of Education, “The
CAHSEE has two parts: English-language arts (ELA) and mathematics. The ELA part addresses state content
standards through grade ten. In reading, this includes vocabulary, decoding, comprehension, and analysis of
information and literary texts. In writing, this covers writing strategies, applications, and the conventions of
English (e.g. grammar, spelling, and punctuation). The mathematics part of the CAHSEE addresses state
standards in grades six and seven and Algebra I. The exam includes statistics, data analysis and probability,
number sense, measurement and geometry, mathematical reasoning, and algebra. Students are also asked to
demonstrate a strong foundation in computation and arithmetic, including working with decimals, fractions,

and percents” (http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/hs/overview.asp). We will administer the English-language
arts section of the exam on February 7, and students will be tested in mathematics on February 8. Please note

PAGE |


http://www.acswasc.org/
http://www.syvpirates.org
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/hs/overview.asp

Continued from Page 1 .....

that taking the CAHSEE on these dates is mandatory for all sophomores. Sophomores should plan to get a good night’s sleep the night before
and cat a healthy breakfast the morning of these important tests. Remember that sophomores never need to re-take any part of the
CAHSEE that they pass during this initial administration. For many of our sophomores, this means that February 7 and 8 are the only
days they will have to sit for the exam. For those who fail to pass one or more sections, however, taking the test as sophomores gives us
two full years to ensure that these students receive the necessary remediation to successfully pass in the future. The CAHSEE is not only
a high-stakes exam for students but for the school as well. Our Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) status under No Child Left Behind
(NCLB) is determined by the results of the tests administered to sophomores on these dates. Please help us to encourage students to
demonstrate their Pirate Pride by doing their absolute best to demonstrate proficiency in English and math by their performance on this
exam. If sufficient numbers are able to do so, we will take the first step towards clearing SYVUHS’s Program Improvement (PI) status

under the federal accountability system. Good luck sophomores!

The CAHSEE is not the only important test on the horizon. The advent of the second semester also portends the coming of California’s
Standardized Testing and Reporting (STAR), which is given each spring. During the last two weeks of April and the first two weeks of
May, freshmen, sophomores, and juniors will take standards-based tests in English-language arts, mathematics, science, and social sci-
ence. These tests are directly correlated to the California State Standards teachers use to develop their curricula. The results of the test
are critically important to teachers as they assess student progress and develop and implement new pedagogy, curriculum, and assess-
ment methodologies. Students will take these tests with their regular English, math, science, and social science teachers. Our students’
performing well on all of our high-stakes tests is critical to maintaining SYHS’s excellent reputation and our high Academic Performance
Index (API) under the state accountability system. I will be using part of my column in upcoming editions of the Parent 2 Parent News-

letter to further discuss STAR testing and its importance.

This month, our students are celebrating winter homecoming. The theme this year is Snowcoming. Beginning Monday, February 6, stu-
dents will participate in dress-up days and lunchtime activities all week. Dress-up days include “Flannel Day” on Monday, “T'win Day” on
Tuesday, “Fake an Injury Day” on Wednesday, “Snow Day” on Thursday, and “Pirate Pride Day” on Friday. In a special assembly on
Thursday morning, the student body will be presented with the 2012 Winter Homecoming Court. Congratulations to the following
princes who have been nominated: Clay Adam, Lee Jensen, Chase LaMarche, Luke Lastra, Cass Lykken, Joey Norcia, Abe Santos, and
Fernando Uribe. The 2012 Homecoming King will be crowned at half time of Friday night’s basketball game against the Cabrillo Con-
quistadors. The dance will be held on Saturday night, February 11, from 7:00-11:00 PM at the Buellton Marriott. Tickets will not be
sold at the door; to buy a ticket in advance, students must present a completed, signed dance packet. Packets are available in room B-1
from Mr. Bisbee. Please remember that even though this dance is held off campus, it is still a school event, and students are accountable

to all school rules.

Finally, don’t forget that there will be no school on Friday, February 17, in honor of President Lincoln’s birthday or on Monday, Febru-

ary 20 in recognition of President’s Day.

SYHS Academic School Calendar 2012-13
School Starts on Aug 15, 2012

During the Jan. 17 board meeting, the SYVUHSD Board of Education adopted a new academic
calendar for the 2012 - 2013 school year. The new calendar will allow students to complete
their first semester final exams before the Christmas/New Year's holiday break, giving them a
well-deserved rest before renewing their studies in the 2nd Semester.

The new calendar also takes into account lost instructional days every spring due to
mandatory state testing. The Board of Education was appreciative of the faculty's student-

centered suggestions.
http://www.syvpirates.org/cms/lib4/CA01001173/Centricity/Domain/1/Board%20Approved%202012-2013%
ZOACA])EM[CO/OQOCALENDAR.pdf
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PTSA—NOMINATIONS FOR 2012-13

WE ARE TAKING NOMINATIONS FOR PTSA BOARD ELECTIONS IN APRIL.
THE BOARD TERM IS JULY 1—JUN 30.

THE NEXT MEETING IS FEBRUARY 13TH AT 6:00 PM IN THE BOARDROOM

FAFSA WORKSHOP
Theater:
FAFSA Workshop Night—
Thursday, February 9, 2012 Fall Production
from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. “Midsummer Night’s Dream”
For more information, Thu-Sat April 26-28 & May 3-5 at
go to FAFSA 7:00pm, Little Theater

NOTE: These dates are new. The play was moved up
to accommodate Prom on May 12.

Teacher/ Staff Appreciation Lunch
Wednesday May 23 at 11:30 am Old Gym

Need a Chairperson for this event! PTSA supplies sandwiches from El Rancho, drinks (water, tea, lemonade), paper
goods. Parents bring side dishes and desserts. Jacque can send the email out with the info, but, she’ll be on the ecast

coast with her son’s 8th grade class the week of the event. Please email Jacque@impulse.net if you can help.

Host Families Needed!

I am still looking for families that would like to host Danish students!

e  The students arrive carly August 2012 and will stay until Christmas break.
. Thcy will be between 15 and 17 years old and pay $425 each month.
e  Host families need to provide separate bedroom for each student.
It is a great experience for the families, I have done several my self.

Please contact: Jutta Aichinger, Solvang, 686-9089 jutta_aichingcr@yahoo.corn
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NEWS — FROMTHE GUIDANCE OFFICE

FINANCIAL AID DEADLINES FOR SENIORS FAFSA WORKSHOP AT SYHS FEBRUARY 9

FAFSA Deadline approaching The Free Application for Federal Student Aid
Students must check the deadline for each college o )
, . . FAFSA) deadline is coming up. Parents and students
they’ve applied to. Many private schools have a
February deadline. can get assistance completing the form on Thursday,
The deadline to submit the FAFSA and be cligible for
Cal Grants is March 2. Here’s the FAFSA web-

site: http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/ Library. To complete the FAFSA, parents and

February 9, from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. in the SYHS

Cal Grant GPA Verification Forms must be return students will need 2011 tax information. If taxes

completed to the SYHS Guidance Office no later haven’t been filed yet, bring W2’s and 2010
than February 29.

tax information.

2012-2013 SCHOOL YEAR REGISTRATION AROUND THE CORNER

Registration information for the 2012-2013 school year will be mailed in early March. Details will be included in the

mailing.

FRESHMEN PARENT MEETING FEBRUARY 22

The Freshmen Parent meeting, for parents of current freshmen, will be held February 22. More information will be mailed
home soon.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT EXAM SIGN-UPS UNDERWAY

Students planning to take one or more AP Exams in May must register to take the exams. Information has been mailed
home. The cost for each exam is $95 and payment is made in the SYHS Business Office at break or at lunch. The
deadline to pay is March 23. A late fee of $50 per exam will apply after that. Checks are made payable to SYHS.

For more information, check the Guidance page on the SYHS website: www.syvpirates.org.

SAT PREP COURSE AT SYHS MARCH 3 AND 4

Students have a chance to prepare for spring SAT testing with a prep course March 3 and 4*. The cost is $165 and the dead-
line to register is February 29. Information will be mailed out or you can visit the website: www. CatalystPrep.com (click on
Bootcamp sign-up). You can also email: info(@CatalystPrep.com or call 800-235-0056.

PARENTING WORKSHOP AT SYHS MARCH 6, 13 &20 — “THE LOVE LANGUAGES OF CHILDREN”

A wonderful opportunity for parents in the valley to better understand their children’s needs and ensure success in school and

life. The three evening sessions will be from 6:30 — 8:00 p.m.

Information will be mailed out. You can also find the flyer on the SYHS Guidance page or contact Daniclle Lageman at dlage-

mang@s;'vuhsd.org or 688-6487 ext. 3211.
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California Scholarship Federation

February Daily Specials

Food Services California Scholarship Federation (CSF) is an honors
Below is the list of made from scratch meals that will be available from organization for high school students in grades 10 -
the food services department Enjoy! 12. Membership is not automatic and application must

be made each semester. Application forms are availa-
ble in the student services office and in Mrs. Stotler’s
room, P-19. The application, $3.00 dues, and a copy of
last semester’s report card must be turned in to Mrs.
Stotler in P-19 no later than February 16th at 3:00

pm. Please note, the deadline is a Thursday.

Wed 1 Assorted Pizza-Combo, Pepperoni, Hawaiian, Cheese, BBQ
Chicken

Thu 2 (New Item) Asian wrap with chicken, cabbage, cilantro and
green onion

Fri 3 Tomato Soup & Grilled Cheese on Sourdough bread

Mon 6 Cheese Ravioli with fresh prepared marinara sauce

Tue 7 Crunchy Taco's with lettuce, tomato and cheese Girls JV Water Polo Team went undefeated, going
Wed 8 Assorted Pizza-Combo, Pepperoni, Hawaiian, Cheese, BBQ 4-0 in two days to sweep the Arroyo Grande Girls Novice
Chicken Tournament, Jan. 27-28, 2012.

Thu 9 Chicken with fresh broccoli and pasta in a garlic lemon sauce
Fri 10 Clam Chowder & Grilled Cheese on Sour dough

Mon 13 Homemade Macaroni and Cheese

Under Coach Lisa Boyer, the undefeated Santa Ynez High
School Girls JV Water Polo Team took the Tournament

Crown, with victories over Arroyo Grande and Cabrillo--
Tue 14 Beef Enchilada with onion, cheese and olives

two perennial water polo powerhouses--and with wins
Wed 15 Assorted Pizza-Combo, Pepperoni, Hawaiian, Cheese, BBQ

over Righetti and Atascadero. On Friday, Day One, they

Chicken beat Righetti, 8-0; and Cabrillo, 11-7. On Saturday, they
Thu 16 Homemade Lasagna and freshly prepared marinara sauce won a close match over Arroyo Grande, 7-6 and finished
Tue 21  Crunchy Taco's with lettuce, tomato and cheese the day as undefeated Tournament Winners by beat-
Wed 22 Assorted Pizza-Combo, Pepperoni, Hawaiian, Cheese, BBQ ing Atascadero, 6-1.

Chicken

) ) ) . Per rules of the tournament, no varsity or even top JV
Thu 23 Chicken Parmesan with marinara sauce on spaghetti

Fri 24 Chili Beans and 1/2 BBQ Chicken Sandwich on hoagie roll
Mon 27 Vegetable Stir Fry with vegetable egg rolls with sweet and

players. This was a reduced squad of just our novice play-
ers. Congrats to our girls who swam hard and played

tough and, of course, big kudos to Coach Lisa Boyer.
sour sauce

Tue 28 Soft Taco with lettuce, tomato and cheese
Wed 29 Assorted Pizza-Combo, Pepperoni, Hawaiian, Cheese, BBQ
Chicken

@

NEXT GRAD NITE MEETING
Thursday, March 15, 2012 in Room C-2 at 7:00 p.m.
SAFE & SOBER GRAD NITE PARTY — FRIDAY, JUNE 8, 2012

Senior parents can help at any time! Thank you to the three co-chairs: Ken Nash, Aaron Petersen and Kim Jensen. Thanks also to the
parents who have signed up for a committee. There are many ways to help and much more needed the closer the date gets! Please con-
tact Ken Nash if you have any questions: email: ddssurfer(@hotmail.com or phone # (688-5557). If you can’t attend meetings, but,

would like to be informed you can also contact Jacque Wagstaffe: ]acquc@impulsc.nct.

Thank you!!
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Winter Homecoming Info

Homecoming Week Dress-up Days

2/6 - Flannel, 2/7 - Twins, 2/8 - Fake an injury,
2/9 - Snow, 2/10 - Pirate Pride

Assembly on Thursday February 9t for the stu-
dents during school hours . See Bulletin for class
schedule on assembly day.

Basketball Game vs. Cabrillo on 2/10 -

Varsity at 6:30pm vs. Santa Maria. Crowning of
the Homecoming King at half-time

Homecoming Dance, Saturday, 2/11

@ the Buellton Marriott from 7-11pm...tickets start
at $20 w/gold card & $25 regular from 2/1-

2/8. Prices go up to $25 w/ gold card $30 regular
on2/9 and 2/10. Tickets will go on sale starting
2/6 during lunch in room B1. All students must
have dance packet completed to buy a tick-

et. Packets are available in room B1.

Congratulations to the 2012 Homecoming Court:

Clay Adam, Lee Jensen, Chase LaMarche, Cass
Lykken, Joey Norcia, Abe Santos, Fernando Uribe,
Luke Lastra

®°0°® 20>

Pirates Sgorts and Clubs I

Football: Football Boosters next meeting Annual Election of
Oftficers on February 13, 2012 at 6:00pm room EP-2

Music Department:

Dinner Fundraiser on Sat Feb 25, 5pm at Presbyterian Fam Ctr

Booster Meetings 1* Monday of each month at 7pm, Music Room
Contact Mr. Clarno — cclarno@syvuhsd.org

Check out our new website for more information

Track & Field has started. Anyone who likes to run, Please
report to the track after school if you are interested in doing track
this year. If you need paperwork or physical papers please see
Coach Wallace in p7 ASAP. They are taking uniform orders for

new athletes.

Useful Links and Information

Submitted by DeLynn Jacobsen

Hi and Happy February, Pirate Parents!

As our high school kids prepare for their journey
into college, employment and adulthood cultural
awareness will illuminate their path. In fact, cul-
tural awareness is so hot that many colleges and
workplaces require education and training of di-
verse populations in order to encourage and pro-

mote acceptance for a more unified society. But it

doesn’t start that big. Cultural awareness begins as

day, May 12,2012

University Club in SB

an invitation to look at our own values and beliefs,

how they align with others’ and how we react

when they don’t. Do we have an open mind to
look further? Hopefully a little curiosity will ig-
nite self-exploration and then all we have to do is

ask.

As my own curiosity takes off, I checked out some
pretty cool websites and wanted to share. Here
they are!

Culturosity - Cultural Awareness

Cultural Diversity Practice and Information
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The Santa Ynez Valley Youth Coalition Kicks off 2012 Activities

As we enter the New Year, The Valley Youth Coalition is once again reaffirming our mission and goals and establishing our priorities for
the coming year. Therefore, we wish to take this opportunity to share with you the Coalition Mission and the strategies we have in place to
support youth in healthy lifestyle choices and to empower parents and the community to affect a positive change in the norms surrounding

youth substance abuse.

The SYV Youth Coalition, originating in 2005, is an effective collaboration of volunteer community leaders joining together to promote
healthy lifestyles and prevent and reducing alcohol and other substance abuse among our youth, as stated in our Mission Statement. We
focus on advocating for the implementation of research based best practices, policies and prevention programs in order to affect a positive

community change.

In October of 2007, the Coalition was awarded a five-year Drug Free Communities grant by the Substance Abuse and Mental
Health Administration, a division of the Office of National Drug Control Policy. The focus of the grant was on environmental strategies
designed to change the norms and conditions of the community that support underage substance use. We are currently applying for the next

5 year funding cycle.

Our Youth Action Advisory Council is comprised of High School youth which serve as an advisory board to the Coalition and they
work on the school campus’s to promote healthy lifestyles among their peers. On-going projects provide opportunities to positively impact
their peers and the community in which they live. The Youth Action Council’s involvement in a variety of teen and community activities

will demonstrate the valuable role youth play in helping to prevent underage substance abuse.
These are just a few of the strategies The Valley Coalition will utilize to reduce underage substance abuse . . .

Collaboration with all segments of the community, i.e. schools, law enforcement, business, organizations, parents, to put systems in

place to support youth in healthy lifestyle choices.

Community Presentations: Coalition adult and teen volunteers will be trained to advocate for stronger policies to control

environments where substance abuse takes place.

Multi-Media Parent Education Outreach: A multi-media education campaign about preventing alcohol,

marijuana and prescription drug abuse using various media outlets including radio, print media, our Web site and Facebook.
School-Based Clubs: Drug-free clubs for 7 and 8" graders will be organized and/or supported.
Life Skills Classes: Botvin’s Life Skills curriculum will be taught to 7* and 8" graders at two schools.
Parent Education Classes. Four Acive Parenting classes will be held in English & Spanish.

New Web Site Launch: To complement our work in Social Media , we are revamping our Website to provide a more

robust and comprehensive for information and resources relating to our case.

The Valley Youth Coalition meets quarterly and sub-committees with focused interests meeting on a monthly basis. We welcome all
community members and parents to join. Our next quarterly meeting will be March 27" at People Helping People. We welcome your

participation, thoughts and suggestions! For further information visit our website at www.syvdrugfree.org or contact Mary Conway, Coali-

tion Coordinator, at 686-0295.
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IMPORTANT DATES - 2012

FEBRUARY

MARCH

Music Booster Meeting @ 7:00 Music Room

Boys Basketball vs *Morro Bay JV 5:00pm / Var 6:30pm
Girls Water Polo vs *Morro Bay Var 3:00pm / JV 4:00pm
Boys Soccer vs Santa Maria Var 5:30pm / JV 3:30pm
Girls Basketball vs Lompoc JV 5:00pm / Var 6:30pm
Soph CAHSEE ELA

Boys Basketball vs Mission Prep JV 4:30pm / Var 6:00pm
Girls Soccer vs Cabrillo Var 3:30pm / JV 3:30pm

Last day to Change/Incompletes

Soph CAHSEE Math

Homecoming School Assembly

Girls Soccer vs Templeton Var 5:30pm / JV 3:30pm
FAFSA Workshop Night, 5:00pm-8:00pm

Principal’s Coffee (@ 8:30am in Boardroom

King Crowned

Homecoming Dance @ Marriott, 7pm—11pm

PTSA Meeting @ 6:00pm Board Room

Valentine’s Day

CSF Application Deadline

No School

No School

Board Meeting @ 5:30pm

Frosh Parent Meeting 6pm — Little Theater

Boy’s Golf vs Righetti Var/]JV 1:00pm Ranch/River
Music Dept Fundraiser Dinner, 5pm Pres Family Center
Boy’s Volleyball vs Bishop Diego JV 5:00pm / Var 6:00pm
WASC on-site visit

Girl’s Softball vs Pioneer Valley Var 4:00pm

WASC on-site visit

Boy’s Golf vs Clovis W/DP/SB/SM Var 12n River
WASC on-site visit

Mid 3 Qtr Grades

Cal Grant Verification Forms Due

Boys Basketball vs Santa Maria JV 5pm / Var 6:30pm / Homecoming

Boys Tennis vs Orcutt Academy 3pm

Music Booster Meeting @ 7:00 Music Room

Mid-3" Quarter Grades Mailed

Deadline for FAFSA and Cal Grants

SAT Prep Course

Softball SY Tourney

Boys Tennis vs Lompoc 3pm

Softball vs Arroyo Grande 4pm

Parenting Workshop “The Love Languages of Children” st night
Boys Tennis vs Atascadero 3pm

Boys Tennis vs San Marcos 3pm

Track & Field vs Templeton 3pm

Baseball vs SLO 3:30pm

NO SCHOOL - Staff Development Day

Baseball vs Bishop Diego 3:30pm

Softball SY Tourney

PTSA Meeting @ 6:00pm Board Room

CAHSEE Makeups

Boys Volleyball vs Arroyo Grande JV 4:30 / Var 5:30
Baseball vs Templeton 4pm

Softball vs Templeton 4pm

Board Meeting @ 5:30pm

Parenting Workshop “The Love Languages of Children” 2nd night
CAHSEE Makeups

Boys Tennis vs Dunn 3:30pm

Boys Volleyball vs SLO JV 5pm / Var 6pm

8" Grade Parent Meeting 6pm

Boys Tennis vs Cabrillo 3:30pm

Track & Field vs Nipomo 3:30pm

8" Grade Spanish Parent Meeting 6pm

Principal’s Coffee (@ 8:30am in Boardroom

Baseball vs Lompoc 4pm

Softball vs Lompoc 4pm

Swim & Dive vs Nipomo 3:30pm

Boys Tennis vs Templeton 3:30pm

Boys Volleyball vs Morro Bay JV 4pm / Var 5pm
Parenting Workshop “The Love Languages of Children” 3rd night
Deadline to Register for AP Exams  (late fees apply after)
Swim & Dive vs Cabrillo 3:30pm

Baschall vs Morro Bay 4pm

Softball vs Morro Bay 4pm

Interact Fashion Show @ 11:30am

Boys Tennis vs Morro Bay 3:30pm

Track & Field vs Cabrillo 3:30pm

Boys Volleyball vs Santa Maria JV 4pm / Var Spm

3 Qtr Ends

Swim & Dive vs Morro Bay 3:30pm

Bascball vs Santa Maria 4pm

Softball vs Santa Maria 4pm




